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who came to the hotel to see Esmeralda, who was delighted with her, only thinking her too good for the place*. The new maid only made two stipulations: one was that she should always be called Madame. Victorine,; the oilier, that she should not be expected to have her meals with the other servants. My sister said that as to the first stipulation, there would be no difficulty at all; that she had always called her mother's maid ' Madame. Victoire, * and that she could have no objection, to calling her Madanu1 Victorine; but that as to the second stipulation, though she insisted upon nothing, and though Madame Victoriue would be perfectly free to take her food, away and eat it wherever she pleased, yet who did not advise her to make any difficulty of this kind, as they were, going to Italy, where the servants have jealous natures, and would be peculiarly liable to resent anything of the sort. I'pon this Madame Victorine waived her second stipulation.
"Esmeralda was surprised, when Madame Victorine came to her, to find ho>v well she had been educated, and little traces of her having belonged to a higher position several times appeared by accident, "upon which occasions Madame Victorine would colour deeply and try to hide what she had said. Thus, once she was betrayed into saying, 'I managed in that way with my servants;' and once in the railway, 'I did so when I was travelling with my son.' My sister observed not only that all her dresses were of the best silk though perfectly plain, but thai, all her cuffs, collars, and handkerchiefs were of the very best and finest material. But the oddest circumstance was, that once when Esmeralda was going to seal a letter, having no seal about her, she asked Madame Victorine, if she had one. Madame Victorine lent her one, and then, colouring violently, as if she remembered something, tried to snatch it away, but Esmeralda had already pressed it down, and saw on the impression a coronet and a cipher. When my sister first told Madame Victorine that she was